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A brand new year begins and it seems that not that long ago we were worried about “Y2K.” Some highlights in entertainment from the past year include the revival of Johnny Cash in “I Walk The Line,” the conclusion of the “Star Wars” sagas and the return of the low budget “slice and dice” horror movies. Online music, ipods, xbox’s and the further decline of the VHS tape format also were included. Higher gas prices hurricanes, tsunami aftermath, flooding, fires, a continued concern with global warming, and the continuation of the Iraq conflict permeated our daily lives. The college national football championship lived up to its billing. What is there to see for the coming year as the reality and wish list is examined.

  The big foreign concern is the continued evolvement of the new Iraqi government. Like it or hate the situation, there’s no turning back on this one. The sooner they can make a concrete governing foundation and can fend for themselves the quicker our troops will be out of there, which unfortunately still isn’t going to be immediate. The entrance and major early mistakes made should be a blue print for how not to enter and fight a Middle East conflict and how overconfidence, ignorance, and lack of foresight could have such disastrous consequences. A new even potentially worse situation is developing with the President of Iran making his or that country’s intentions clearly known in their hate for Israel and their quest for nuclear weapons and wmd’s. Look for Israel to do what they feel is necessary to survive by mid summer with possible military action on Iranian nuclear development targets similar to what they did to Iraqi installations before our involvement. 

  People like to hammer on public figures such as the filthy rich, political, and entertainment figures but some actually rise above the pack in their quest to help mankind. Billionaires Bill and Melinda Gates continue to use their wealth to give to worthy health related projects including pledging 250 million dollars this past year towards the major problem of the mosquito-transmitted parasite malaria that kills over a million people each year with a major chunk of fatalities being small children in developing countries. The west nile virus came calling in the U.S. a few years back causing considerable consternation but thankfully malaria isn’t one of our yearly concerns. 

  The coming year is another one of national, state and tribal elections. Elections are where that commandment asking you not to bear false witness against thy neighbor takes a severe beating and anyone who doesn’t agree with that needs to get out of the cave once in awhile. I understand the process of how we lump ourselves into one party or the other and we hear of the right wing and the left wing, conservatives and the liberals, etc.. I want to know why isn’t there a more prominent “middle wing”  party as after all, that gray area of the population that votes on issues predominantly, not so much for the political ideology, is what determines election outcomes each year. It can also be said that there is a little liberal hidden in every conservative who will have empathy for the poor and needy just as there is a conservative in every liberal who wants people to rise above their economic predicament and better themselves. In the end, there just isn’t that big of a difference is there.   

  The concept of global warming is a continuing one. The big question of course, is if mankind is accelerating, or contributing to it. That debate is a contentious one with one side finding their “expert” and another side finding scientific evidence for their side but there’s little doubt overall that it is happening. Outside of the “warming” debate there is continuing evidence that our seas are continuing to become more polluted, the air quality of North America is continuing to be more detrimental and contribute to human respiratory problems from sources such as the coal-fired power plants, and our reliance on foreign energy supplies continues unabated. As the saying goes, it is what it is. 

  Heart disease and cancer continue to be the big killers among tribal peoples with diabetes and severe injuries being right there in the mix and the prevention of the last couple being greatly within our grasp. I commend a few tribal members for their recent public testimonies on the importance of taking care of our respective bodies. I witnessed the end days of my father this year due to the final effects of diabetes and although he successfully controlled it for many years our bodies continuously age. As one gentleman said, why allow yourself to keep the risk factors in the first place without doing something about it. The influence of alcohol continues with “meth” added to the mix among new concerns on the reservations and I commend those taking a strong stand against this as it does affect us all. Our future is determined by what we do today. 

  For the coming year we have our own respective resolutions and things we want to work on. Thanks to a prophetic dream regarding possible high blood sugar in my own future down the road, I’m more serious about consuming less high-calorie food, and more of the food that’s good for you with more exercise as well. Visiting friends in faraway places, finishing a manuscript currently on hold, and hitting the art show circuit again are also things on my own agenda. For those many families including my own who suffered a personal loss this past year, we can do what our loved ones would want us do, enjoy this very short existence in the best manner we possibly can, treat each other a little better in all that we do, and absorb and enjoy the little things in life that truly do matter. Like it or not, each of us will leave a “legacy” or remembrance that defined who we were, what we did, and how we lived. Live well in 2006 kolas. 

